
 

Wed Nov 19 Club Meeting, 

Kettering building 7PM. Important meeting for 
the club.  

❖ Voting on Officers for the 2026-2027 term.  
At time of publication, volunteers for 2026-
2027 term are:   

Mark Fenbers  - President 

Mike Desch – Vice president 

Robert Schwenke – Treasurer 

Rebecca Hill -  Secretary 

❖ Discuss preparations for Carillon Christmas 
 

Welcome aboard! New members 

Landon Gentry          Craig Jones 

Wendell Koedel         Bennet Page 

Eric Summers           Norbert Schertzer  

Sam Schlageck 

 

WHAT’S COMING UP? 

Workdays before Carillon Christmas.  Weather 
permitting:  

• Tues. Nov 18 workday 10am to 2PM 

• Wed. Nov 19 (rain day alternate, Text Bob 
Schwenke at 937-572-3411 if you can help) 

• Sat. Nov 22 workday 10am to 2PM 

• Tues. Nov 25 workday 10am to 2PM,         

1st day Carillon Christmas, set up at 

5:30PM, run 6 to 9 PM 
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THE FIREBOX 

November 2025 

 

WORKDAY TASKS: 

Focus on getting track and equipment 

ready for Carillon Christmas 

• Clear track of sticks and leaves 

• Inspect, grease bearings, check brakes, 

check lights and clean Riding cars  

• Service and clean motive power 

• Track ballast and leveling 

 

LONG TERM PROJECTS 

• Repair & paint tower on Engine House (in 

progress) 

• Sort and clean out “stuff” in Engine house 

and MoW bldg. 

• Finish storage sidings in big tunnel 

• Complete retaining wall far end of big 

tunnel (nearing completion) 

 

• Extend retaining wall under bridge and add 

another course of blocks (see picture) 

Anyone interested in taking this on?

 



Happening around the railroad 

We’ve been hard at work. Recorded volunteer 

hours for October: 361.5 

  

Jon Frank has repair and painting of the engine 

house almost complete. 

Nov 1 & 2 NMRA Train Show 

We got our good location back for this years 

train show. Four tables gave us room for the 

Raffle booth, a display about CPR&SS (with 

pictures and track diagram) and room for 

members to display books & items for sale.  

Right behind our indoor location, visitors could 

look out and see our portable train setup and 

boarding site.  It was a good weekend. The 

club had income of over $800. 

 
Our indoor display at the train show.  Robert 

Schwenke, Joe Mock, Ken Hemmelgarn 
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Our indoor display at the train show.  Linda 

Schwenke, Joe Mock, Ken Hemmelgarn,  

   

Mark taking a turn running our portable train at 

the train show 

 

Completed clean up of the picture shelter area.  

Will look nice for passengers on the trains at 

Carillon Christmas 

 

 



 

The “Masons”:  Mike, Norb & Craig; loading 

blocks for the retaining wall at far end of the big 

tunnel 

 

Blocks delivered to work site 

 

Great progress!  Need to add more at the far 

end and backfill to finish this important safety 

project before opening the full loop next spring. 
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Jim Helmbold cutting more replacement ties 

 

Started inspection & lubrication of blue and red 

riding cars before Carillon Christmas. 

Unfortunately discovered this damaged brake 

assembly on the 3rd blue car inspected. 

Damaged assembly removed and replaced. 

Need to work on remaining cars before 11/25. 

From the Archives 

 
Golden spike on the original track 1200 ft loop. 

April 30, 1988   



Live Steam Magazine              

Ohio Ramble Article 

This summer we participated in the Ohio 

Ramble and hosted live steamers from 5 other 

clubs.  A nice article about the Ramble was 

published in the Nov/Dec issue. For those that 

don’t get Live Steam the following is quoted 

from the article. 

“While visiting with the crew at CPR&SS, it was 

learned how much work they have put into 

restoring parts of the railroad, as well as 

adding on to it, after the larger scale attraction 

was put in place. Additionally, the museum and 

shops in Carillon Park are well worth a visit.” 

 

Picture at our track included in the Live Steam 

article 
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IMPORTANT REMINDER 

If you are putting away engine 7695 or locking 

up the engine house at end of day, make sure 

of the following 2 things:            

1. ON/off key at front of the engine is in the 

vertical  / off position. 

 

2.  Power cord is plugged in at back of 

engineer’s car.  This charges the battery for 

train lighting and emergency stop circuit.  

Especially important during Carillon Christmas.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


